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Discussion Transcript – Group #1, Day #3 

 
Group Members: Eric, Emily, Rebecca, Nianey, Devan, David, Courtney, Jakera, 
and Dominique  
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Student Comment 
Julian I think that David considers Melinda a friend. On 159, “do you 

lecture all your friends like this?” and he says, “only the ones I like.” 
David I think David could like Melinda more than a friend. On the same 

page, “do you lecture all your friends like this?” and he says, “only 
the ones I like.” 

Dom I also think David might like her, and he says, “maybe I’ll call you.” 
Corinne I don’t know what page it’s on, but it’s when she wrote about the 

suffragettes and he helped her along. No one was really paying 
attention, but he did. 

Courtney I wonder what happened to David. After around the middle of the 
book he just sort of disappeared. 

Mrs. K You’re right Courtney. Let’s explore this. 
Jakera I agree with what Courtney said, because I didn’t see his name pop up 

at the end of the book. 
Mrs. K You could explore why the author did that. It wasn’t on accident. 

Dominique Maybe he thought she was turning him down when she said, “maybe 
I won’t answer.” 

Jakera I think she was being cocky about that. 
Corinne I agree with Jakera. It’s like she is rejecting him. 
Mrs. K So why does David not show up after that? 

Rebecca That’s when Andy started messing with her. 
David She forgot about him. 
Jakera Let’s talk about her project. Melinda used her art to express her pain. 

Corinne  I agree with Jakera. All her artwork was dead trees. She didn’t feel 
like she could tell anyone what happened to her. 

Nianey I disagree. When she was talking to Mr. Freeman, he was telling her 
to put more feeling into her art, but she didn’t know how too. He also 
said he thought she had a lot to say, and that he’d like to hear it 
sometime. 

Jakera  I disagree. When she made the turkey, Barbie doll thing, he thought it 
expressed pained. 

Corinne She is always putting feeling into her work, but she just didn’t know 

L 

 



that she was doing that. 
Nianey On 118, Mr. Freeman said her “imagination is paralyzed” and that 

she needed to take a trip. She is not putting as much feeling into her 
work. 

Corrine I get where you are coming from, but I have to disagree. She was 
stuck on this tree for a reason. All she could think of was how bad her 
life was. 

Jakera The tree represented her life. 
Courtney Then after she studied Picasso, Mr. Freeman said her trees were 

getting better. Maybe he inspired her a little bit.  
David Throughout the book she is always complaining about the trees, just 

like how she complains about her life. 
Nianey So when they are in the car, on 122, “you said we have to put 

emotion into …” Freeman said, “art without emotion is like…” Art is 
about putting emotion into it, and he said her imagination is 
paralyzed. 

Devan Maybe she feels terrible. Throughout the book she is always sad, and 
they are talking about how art is supposed to have emotion, and she is 
sad. How do you think it’s supposed to be? 

Nianey I agree with Devan. Then on 119, “now you are getting somewhere.” 
So there she is opening up. Toward the end she is getting friends, so 
now she is opening up even more. She even opens up to him at the 
end and says lets go for a walk. 

Eric She is probably sad, like Devan said. 
Corinne I feel like she was drawing it the whole time to symbolize her. It had 

to be healthy to grow, so something had to happen to it for it to die. It 
symbolizes how she used to be happy, but then Andy happened and 
she started dying inside. 

Mrs. K Take a look at the section called “Germination” on 125-126. 
Nianey When she says, “seeds need to germinate…it may take 70 years…I’m 

going to ace this test.” It’s like she means she is going to fix her life. 
Studying for the test is like trying to improve her life. 

Devan Back to the art part, the trees were bad, but now she is talking about 
growing plants, so now they are not dead, but growing and alive. 
That’s her now doing better in school. 

Corinne The whole germination thing, back to the tree, the whole book is 
about her life and how it’s going down hill and she cannot really turn 
to anyone and she is stuck in the place and she is killing herself. The 
front of the book has leaves on it, so that tree symbolizes her. She 
was in a place where she was “diseased” but then she pushed through 
it and found a way to fix it. 

David She is saying in “Germination” that there was a bad time. The cutting 
with scissors is like how she got raped, people stopped talking to her. 

Courtney I cannot find the page, but the part where she is cutting down the tree 
with her dad. Maybe the cutting down represents how she feels. 

Corinne I disagree with Courtney. They started with the dead parts of the tree. 
That is a turning point for Melinda. She is cutting off the dead parts 



and started over. She is fixing everything. She got someone to 
believe, and Andy becomes part of her life that she does not fear 
anymore. 

Jakera I did not like Rachel at the beginning because she was open-minded, 
and she kind of didn’t want to talk to Melinda about what happened 
at the end of the book. She accused Rachel of being a liar, so I did not 
like her at all. 

Nianey I agree with Jakera because Rachel is—I cannot say the word—I 
guess you could say the same as Heather. They are both two-faced. 
When Melinda told her, Rachel had a feeling it might be true, even 
though she called her a liar. At prom, when she confronted Andy, she, 
I guess, believed her best friend all along. 

Julian Can we talk about how Ivy started being her friend? I think that she is 
getting used to being around Melinda from Art class, so she started 
hanging out with her. 

Corinne I agree with Julian because throughout the whole book, it wasn’t like 
she wasn’t trying to talk to Melinda. She was nice the whole time. Ivy 
wasn’t in a place where she didn’t want to talk to her because of the 
party. She didn’t have a problem with Melinda and she would have 
helped her. Ivy was always “there” for her, and she never turned her 
nose up. She was nice the whole time. 

Courtney In the beginning of the book, people knew that she called the cops. I 
don’t know how others knew that she called the cops because they 
were in a secluded place. 

Corinne After it happened, she went back inside called the cops, and then she 
hung up, but someone realized it. 

David She said, “I grabbed the phone and stood…” So everyone was there. 
Nianey If she was in a drunken crowd, how would anyone remember that she 

called the cops?  
 
HW Question: How are Heather and Rachel similar and different when it comes to 
how they treated Melinda? 


