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Name: _____________________________                         English 9, Period  ___  

Date:   _____________________________                         Mrs. Krajewski 

Speak Theme Analysis 
 

When you were writing sticky notes for Speak, some of your notes were “theme/brainstorm notes.” The purpose of these notes was so you 
could start looking for reoccurring topics in the novel. The author brings these topics up multiple times for a reason: to send a message to the 
reader about that particular topic, which is a theme. 
 

How to Find Themes In Literature 
 

STEP #1: In the boxes below, use your theme/brainstorm notes and the novel to indicate how many times a topic shows up. (You could 
have used a synonym for one of the words below.) For the last box, use one of your own. You can use tally marks (silence III). 
 

Reoccurring Topics in Speak (using your Theme/Brainstorm sticky notes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STEP #2: Circle or highlight the topic that shows up the most in the above boxes.  Then look back to your sticky notes and the novel to find 
specific quotes where this one topic shows up. Write four quotes below. 
 

1st and 2nd Marking Periods  3rd and 4th Marking Periods 
Section Title:  
 
Quote that incorporates the topic: 

Section Title:  
 
Quote that incorporates the topic: 

Section Title:  
 
Quote that incorporates the topic: 

Section Title:  
 
Quote that incorporates the topic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(OVER) 

L 
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STEP #3: What is the author trying to say about your topic throughout the novel? Your answer to that question will help you create a possible 
theme about your topic. Remember, a theme is a dominant message in the novel that the author has something to say about. Write your 
theme below, and then prove what you think the author is trying to say about it by writing a SAR that uses your examples from the front. 
 

MY THEME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Short answer response (using the Step Up to Writing format): 
 

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EXAMPLE: 7 SENTENCE SAR 
 

Topic Sentence (Green) 
 Reason/Detail/Fact (Yellow) 
  Explain (Red) 

Reason/Detail/Fact (Yellow) 
Explain (Red) 

Explain (Red) 

Conclusion (Green) 


